WHY DO WE NEED
METHODOLOGY FOR ELT
VARIOUS ASPECTS AND KEY POINTS

METHODS AND APPROACHES

• According to Asher and James (1982), Methods are the combination of techniques that are used and
plasticized by the teachers in the classrooms in order to teach their students and approaches are the
philosophies of teachers about language teaching that can be applied in the classrooms by using
different techniques of language teaching. For example, if a teacher has an approach that language is
the communication and learning a language is in fact learning the meanings, functions and uses of
language. So the techniques will be based on the communicative language teaching and task based
methods.

SOME IMPORTANT METHODS TILL DATE
• Grammar Translation Method
• Direct Method
• Structural Approach
• Oral Approach

• Audio lingual Method
• Total Physical Response
• Silent Way
• Communicative language teaching

COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE TEACHING
• Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is a widely used approach in the field of English language
teaching. Since the introduction of communicative language teaching in the late 1970s, there have been
different definitions and interpretations of the communicative approach which are as follows:
• Communicative Language Teaching is a teaching method for teaching a second language emphasizes on
the importance of students’ interactive ability to express their own ideas in the target language
(Hattum, 2006).
• Communication ability is the essential goal in language learning. The communicative approach claims
that learning a foreign language should not be focused on language structures (grammar and
vocabulary), but also on the communicative functions that the language performs. Language learners
should also learn the relations between the structures and the communicative functions in real
situations and real time (Littlewood, 1981).

GOALS OF CLT
• The goal of communicative language teaching is to teach real-life communication skills. Students learn
with a situation that they may encounter in their real life. CLT is not like the audiolingual method, which
is based on repetition and drills. On the contrary, it uses the way to leave students in suspense as to the
outcome of a class exercise, which will change according to the students’ reactions and responses.
• The real-life situation change every day; therefore, the students’ learning motivation comes from their
desire to communicate in the ways and topics which they are interested in (Galloway, 2010). Therefore,
many researchers have indicated that it is better to use CLT in ESL classrooms, rather than EFL
classrooms in Asia (Liao, 2006).

AIMS OF COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE TEACHING.

• The aim of this approach is to enable the students to communicate in the target language like a native
speaker of that language. CLT does not focus on accuracy but stresses on the semantic use of language.
A student should know the different forms in meaning that can be used to perform a function and also
that a single form can perform many functions.
• The objective of CLT is to enable the students to use the target language as a mean of expression that
can meet their communicative needs. Communicative language teaching includes activities based on
social interaction, such as conversation, discussion sessions, dialogues and role plays etc. CLT focuses on
the proficiency of the language rather than on the mastery of structures. It can be said that CLT does
enables learners to interact but it is very difficult for a teacher to introduce such activities which allows
genuine interaction (Brown, 1994).

TEACHING TECHNIQUES OF COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE
TEACHING.
• The basic objective of the communicative language teaching is the communication into the target
language in authentic situation. To achieve this, the students need to know the linguistic forms,
meanings and functions of language. The learning and teaching activities that are used in the
communicative language teaching require the use of communication processes .
• The classroom activities are often designed to focus on the completion of tasks. In the completion of
these tasks, the teacher’s role is as a facilitator who motivates and facilitates the students to speak
during the completion of these tasks. Teacher is an advisor who answers the questions of the students
and monitors their performance. Teachers is the co-communicator who engage in the activities of the
students but the learners are responsible and manager of their own learning (Richards and Rodgers,
2001)

ADVANTAGES OF COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE TEACHING.
• The goal of Communicative Language Teaching is the development and improvement of knowledge and
skills that will help a speaker to make his/her communication successful. The main focus of CLT is
effectiveness. When we consider how native speakers of English think about the use of language, then
it becomes obvious to us that our main goal is effective communication and the transfer of our ides not
just formal grammatical correctness and accuracy (Neil, 2000).
• In CLT, language is the taught in the way as it is used in everyday life. Students are not supposed to
memorize language. Grammatical accuracy is important but our main focus should be effective
communication. The attitude of students towards learning a second language can be made positive by
using CLT. If we focus so much on accuracy, the students would not dare to use the language in the class
because they fee hesitant and afraid that they might make grammatical errors. In this way CLT
encourages the students to use the both of their linguistic and communicative competences.

DISADVANTAGES OF CLT

• This is an assignment. Kindly post your answer in 500 words about disadvantages of CLT in Indian
context.

ECLECTIC METHOD IN CLT

• In the move away from teachers following one specific methodology, the eclectic approach is the label
given to a teacher's use of techniques and activities from a range of language teaching approaches and
methodologies. The teacher decides what methodology or approach to use depending on the aims of
the lesson and the learners in the group. Almost all modern course books have a mixture of approaches
and methodologies.

• Example
The class starts with an inductive activity with learners identifying the different uses of synonyms of
movement using a reading text. They then practise these using TPR. In another class the input is
recycled through a task-based lesson, with learners producing the instructions for an exercise manual.

• In the classroom
A typical lesson might combine elements from various sources such as TPR and TBL (the examples); the
communicative approach, e.g. in communication gap activities; the lexical approach, e.g. focusing on
lexical chunks in reading; and the structural-situational approach, e.g. establishing a clear context for
the presentation of new structures.

• The use of eclecticism does not mean to mix up different approaches randomly. There must have some
philosophical backgrounds and some systematic relation among different activities. Usually it is
recommended to mix structural approaches with communicative use of language. The kind of
eclecticism we tried to implement here is a mixture of traditional reading based approach and some
conversational practice for students. Language is based on structures which are used to convey
meanings, which perform functions. We see language learning as combined process of structural and
communicative activities.

• The eclectic theory of language was advocated during the year 1990's and because important for the
educational theory of language learning. It is popular because it has the impact of good results without
much pressure on the learner. The advantage of this theory is learners have clear vision what they are
learning. Multiple tasks, high interaction, lively learning, objective correlative, and fast results are the
salient features of this method. Some learners go by their own ways of communicating strategy, they
will become more confident in writing but most often they fail in speaking. The purpose of advocating
elective method is to connect life experiences to the ideas presented in learning of the language. The
types of learning activities teachers select are often directly related to their experiences in the real
world.

• Experience has shown time and again that sticking blindly to a single ' pure' method or approach to ELT
leads to marginal results and short-lived competencies in restricted areas of the foreign language
practice. Eclecticism has a very strong advantage to recommend it under various constrained
circumstances. It involves a philosophy of local solutions to local problems. It is a very democratic
approach to language allowing for a freedom of choice. (Tarone & Yule 1989:10). Wills (1990) sees an
eclectic approach as a response to the conflict between syllabus and methodology, which are not
discrete options." Brumfit (1984) recommends that a language learning program should provide a
balance of activities. Some of which focus on accuracy and some on fluency. Accuracy presupposes a
focus on form and fluency-on exchanging meaning accomplishing tasks and reaching outcomes.
Crombie points out a recent tendency -syllabus designers accept eclecticism as offering better
opportunities for better teaching. Increasingly, syllabus designers seem to be adopting the view that the
best syllabus will in many cases, be one which is based on eclecticism: one which emerges from a
combination of approaches rather than from a single approach. (Crombie 1985:10)

